South), the immensely useful collection of primary sources by southern women edited by Carol Bleser. But like some recent titles in the series, this book stretches the boundaries of southern history by documenting a relationship that transcended the slave South. Eliza Middleton was the last child of Mary Helen Hering Middleton and Henry Middleton, whose rice business practices. Apparently this chapter was meant to give life to the Woolsey family and, more importantly, contextualize Sarah's decision though it seems like quite a diversion from the story.
Teachers who might consider using this book in either an undergraduate or graduate class should be aware that the book suffers from organizational and contextual weaknesses. Although MacMullen is eager to share this rich source and is obviously passionate about the collection, his prose is often frustrating and overly complicated, the kind of writing that would dishearten even the most serious undergraduate. Additionally, Sarah's frequent digressions into French leave the reader either thumbing through a French dictionary or skipping sections altogether for lack of a translation by the editor. At best, teachers may want to consider using excerpts from the collection to discuss the pressures surrounding love and courtship in the antebellum period.
Perhaps the most frustrating aspect of this work is MacMullen' s failure to contextualize antebellum conceptions of gender, especially expectations for manhood. An introductory chapter should have laid the groundwork for the meanings ascribed by antebellum society to success, self-made manhood, and independence, the three factors that ultimately proved Carrington to be an unworthy suitor.
Ultimately, MacMullen has exposed us to an incredibly rich source. Sarah's letters are wonderful to read. Full of emotion and sentimental prose, the reader will surely feel sympathy for the young couple and, in particular, for Sarah, who really had no choice at all. Their correspondence, which Eliza Cope Harrison has pieced together from a privately held cache of Eliza's letters and other collections at the Middleton Place Foundation, South Carolina Historical Society, and Historical Society of Pennsylvania, documents an extraordinary range of issues of interest to historians of the early national period. Historians of family life will find that these letters reveal the interior life of families in both the North and the South. Indeed, because they cross sectional boundaries, the letters offer a comparative perspective sorely lacking in most collections of primary sources. Both the Middletons and Fishers moved in the upper echelons of American society, and their correspondence illuminates the manners and customs that governed that set. One of the outstanding merits of Harrison's work is her painstaking reconstruction of the far-flung Middleton family, their relations in Charleston and elsewhere, and the byzantine world of high society in Charleston, Newport, and Philadelphia. Indeed, historians will find Harrison's many footnotesparticularly those that identify individuals and their family and social connections-as useful as the letters. And because Eliza and her mother were well-educated, cultured women, their correspondence will be an important resource for students of women's culture, reading habits, and intellectual life in the first half of the nineteenth century.
Jennifer
Historians of white, southern family life will likely find these letters of immense value. Eliza and Mary discussed family matters far more than any other issue. Consequently, these letters shed light on some thorny interpretive issues, particularly the extent to which patriarchy determined family relations. Certainly, in the case of Mary's marriage to Henry Middleton, the evidence for patriarchy is strong. Though theirs was apparently a close relationship, Henry seldom consulted his wife on important matters and ignored her preferences when she did express them. Long clearly and thoroughly lays out in her introduction the two-fold argument she intends to develop throughout her biography. First, she asserts, Selina Campbell's life highlights the egalitarian way in which Christian religion influenced separate spheres ideology in the nineteenth century. Relying on a type of different-but-equal argument, Long maintains that Christianity emphasized the "spiritual parity that gave each gender equal standing before God but provided different gender-specific assignments in society" (2). Long's second point expands on this idea: she argues that the private sphere was not a location defined by subordination and inferiority, as many historians have contended, but rather one that "frequently offered women a more active role in creating in their lives meaning that was shaped in large part by religious faith" (6). Selina Campbell is an excellent example, according to Long, of both of these arguments. Although Selina and her husband had very different roles in their marriage-hers defined by the private sphere and his by the public-they nonetheless developed what Long regards as an equal partnership.
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